
Electric Bicycles and Electric Motorcycles:

The Difference, The Problem, And The Solution  



“Bob Mittelstaedt, 77, descends Mount Tamalpais’ Octopus 
Trail on his electric mountain bike. Mittelstaedt, a longtime 
cyclist, switched from traditional bikes to e-bikes for on-
and off-road riding about seven years ago.”



PEDAL-ASSIST THROTTLE



PEDAL-ASSIST
(750 watts = 1 horsepower)

Class 1 Class 3

Motor must cut off at 
20 mph

Motor must cut off at 
28 mph

16 years or olderAny Age



Class 2 Electric  Bicycles
(“E-bikes”)

750 watts / 20mph

Throttle-Activated





E-bike or E-moto?



https://www.goatpowerbikes.com/collecti
ons/all-products



https://www.goatpowerbikes.co
m/collections/all-
products/products/motor-goat





Amyet

Ariel Rider

Cycrun

E Ride Pro

Freego

Isinwheel

Jasion

Macfox

Movcan

P-51

RAEV Bullet

Ride1Up

Riding Times

Ridstar

Sedway

Super73

Tuttio

Zooz

Q life







Taped-Over Brand Name



FREEGO NOVA5









Percentage of e-bike v e-motos 
at local schools?













COMMUNITIES

Measure the Problem:  “Bike Counts”



Measure the Problem:  Injury Data 



Driving motor vehicle without a driver license and DMV 
registration.  Veh. Code 12500(a)-(b); 4000.

Parents allowing unlicensed juveniles to operate motor vehicle. 
Veh. Code 14607

Placing  child “in a situation where his or her person 
or health is endangered” Penal Code 273(a)-(b)

Enforce Existing Laws







Menlo Park City School District:  Bans All 
Throttle Devices

“The technology has outpaced the law when 
it comes to student safety and e-bikes and we 
are in a place where it feels like education is 
not enough.” -

Kristen Gracia, Superintendent



E-Scooters 

● License or permit required

● 15 mph speed limit 

● Helmet required if under 18
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